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P11ntller Sport1 New1
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
OFFICE: (217) 581·2920

Oct. 30, 1981
LS

HOME: (217) 345-4166

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Charleston and Mattoon mayors, Bob Hickman and Roger Dettro, will
compete in an Eastern Illinois-Alumni basketball game that offers a sneak preview of
the Panther 1981-82 season.
The game will

t~poff

at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 20 at Lantz Gym.

Anyone with a

ticket to the EIU-Delaware State football game, played the next afternoon (Nov. 21),
will be admitted free.
Otherwise, the cost of admission is $2 for adults and $1 for EIU students.

Tickets

for the Delaware State game will be on sale at the alumni basketball game.
The Panthers will compete for a few minutes against a seven-man alumni .team
featuring Hickman and Dettro, and then play a full-scale game against alums from the
recent NCAA tournament teams o.f the 1970s.
Hickman, who will be considered an 'honorary EIU alum' for the evening, captained
the University of Kansas Jayhawk squad which finished second in the nation in 1957, and
was led by the famous Wilt Chamberlain.
Originally from Terre Haute, Hickman was recently chosen to the Indiana Basketball
Coaches Association 'Hall of Fame' for his prep and collegiate basketball accomplishments.
Dettro was a starting guard for one of EIU's 'greatest ever' teams, the 1951-52
Panthers who finished the regular season with a perfect 22-0 mark before losing in
second round play at the NAIB National Tournament in Kansas City.
An all-conference guard, Dettro was named Co-MVP of the '52-53 Panthers, and still
ranks in the top 20 all-time scorers with 928-career points.
Joining these two will be four other alums and EIU professor of history Jimmie
Franklin, a former cage star at Jackson State University

and currently chairman of the

Intercollegiate Athletic Board and faculty representative for athletics.
-more-

.ADD 1
The four alums are Jim Johnson, Tom Katsimpalis, and brothers Bob and Lloyd
Ludwig.
Katsimpalis, a second team NAIB All-American, was one of EIU's all time greats.
He was the team's MVP in both 1951 and 1952, finished with 1538 career points, second
on the all-time list in that category, and is just one of a handful of players to
score over 500 points in a single season.
Katsimpalis, who currently lives just outside Effingham, is a former Eastern ath+,

r:

letic director and now a professor in the physical education department.
Johnson serves Eastern as assistant dean of student personnel services.

He also

was a member of that great '51-52 team as a starting forward and finished in the top
20 all-time scorers with 981 points.
The Ludwig brothers, who currently own a lumber yard in their hometown of Effingham,
were multi sport athletes at Eastern in the late 1950s.
Lloyd was MVP and team captain of the 1956-57 team that finished 4th in the NAIA
national tournament.

He was chosen to the NAIA All-Tournament Team, scored 522 points

that season which is the 5th best single season effort, and concluded an outstanding
career with over 1000 points.

Rex Darling, long time EIU coach in several sports, will be the coach of the alumni
assisted by Ray Suddarth of Fairfield, former EIU basketball and football great from the
late 1930s.
Darling, who still resides in Charleston, coached tennis, basketball
from 1946 until 1976 at Eastern.

and football

He was head coach of the 1964-65 basketball team '*kat

won the IIAC title with an 18-7 record, and an assistant under Bill Healey for 1951-52
tournament team.
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